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POST OFFICE BOX 1279 BAIRNSDALE 3875   bairnsdaleflyfishers@gmail.com   September 2019 

    

 

NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETING 
Meetings are held on the  2

ND
 Monday of each month except June at the Bairnsdale Club at 7:00 pm in 

Bairnsdale.  AGM 2nd Monday of July.  The September meeting will be held on Monday, 9 September 
2019, at 7:00 pm at the Bairnsdale Club. 

 

REG NO A 0016116E 

 

President’s Report 

 
I am sure that we are all looking forward to the opening Weekend on 7

th
 September 

 
It seems no time at all since the 2018/19 season closed. I was up at the Lodge last week 
with Phil, Trevor, Daz and Jim Comber for a little clean up before the opening. 
 
I have to say that the river looked in great condition. Lets hope for better weather than at the 
opening last year. 
 
Trevor Stow and Phillip Jones represented the club at the Centenary Dinner of the Ballarat 
Fly Fishers Club last Saturday the 31

st
 of August. The previous week Trevor attended the 

VFFA annual dinner. A big thank you to both for representing the club at these events. 
 
The Saturday opening dinner at the Lodge will have an Italian theme with Lasagne, Salad  
and Ministrone Soup for mains and a surprise sweet. 
 
Weigh in will be at the lodge on Sunday 8 September at 12.00 noon and members will be 
able to do their own thing after.  
 
Where ever you choose to fish good luck and “Tight Lines”. 
John 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 12th MEETING OF THE BAIRNSDALE FLY FISHERS CLUB 
held at  the  Bairnsdale Club. 

 
PRESENT:-   John Scott (president) , Phill Jones,  Ron Healey, Jim Comber, Colin Belfield,  Ingomar 
Matthes, Rob Carmichael, Matt Cole, John Roche, Peter Hart, Mat Dalziel, Rob Morecroft. 
 
APOLOGIES Geoff Johnston, Reg Biggs, Adrian Bond, Trevor Stow, John Murray, Mick Rosenboom, , 
Ian Currie. 
 
GUESTS:-    none        VISITORS:-  none 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
Ron Healey moved and seconded by Rob Carmichael that the minutes of the previous meeting as 
published in the newsletter be accepted.  Carried 
 
BUSINESS ARISING   Nil 
 
TREASURERS REPORT Ron Healey moved and Matt Cole seconded that the treasurers report as pre-
sented (NOTE:  June report published in the clubs newsletters) with an update on balances and ac-
counts to be paid, be accepted.  Carried 
 
CORRESPONDENCE – 
OUTGOING: Letter of thanks to Trevor Hawkins. 
INWARDS Mail: 
Letter of resignation from Con Bell. 
Emails: Trevor Hawkins acknowledgement of letter of thanks. 
Stuart Wilson looking for volunteers for the distribution of the gore mite for broom control some-
time in November. (members to be canvassed when a date has been finalised) 
Colin Belfield moved that the correspondence as presented be accepted, Seconded by Peter Hart. 
Carried. 
 
FISH REPORT – 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS – 
Ron Healey moved that Rob Carmichael organise the framing of the donated paintings by Trevor 
Hawkins. Seconded by Ingomar Matthes. Carried 
John advised that the X/Mas/presentation night to be held 28th November 2019  at the Sporting and 
Convention club. 
Jim Comber moved that the club accept the set meal recommendation of choice of two main 
courses and two sweet dishes. Seconded by John Roche. Carried. 
John Scott and Phill Jones to organise working bee. (members to be notified when a suitable day 
can be set.) 
Opening season/Ray Clarke weekend ; Ingomar and Colin volunteered to assist with the BBQ. 
President will contact members to ascertain the numbers for opening closer to the date. 
 
MEMBERS DRAW 
Rob Morecroft                  Meeting closed 7.25 pm. 
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BFFC wishes to thank 

 
Accounting Solutions  
Jessica Cane—Director 
Tim Liston—Director 

 
For the printing of this news-

letter 
116 Macleod Street, Bairnsdale 

Ph: 03 5152 6222   
Fax: 03 5152 6854 

NEWSLETTER SUB-

MISSIONS  
All submissions of stories and 
news and announcements for 
the newsletter are welcome.  
Please have them in to Adrian  
at bces2009@hotmailmail.com, 
10 days before the next meet-
ing.    

CALENDAR 
   
   
Sep 9  General  Meeting at  the Bairnsdale 
7:00pm Club. 
 
Oct 14 General  Meeting at  the Bairnsdale 
7:00pm Club. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
PRESIDENT:   John Scott  0400 378 165
        johntrout@iinet.net.au 
 
VICE PRESI:    Colin Belfield 0438 224 096
   colin@cwbairnsdale.com.au 
 
 SECRETARY:   Phill Jones         0434610048 
        omeo@dcsi.net.au  
TREASURER:   Ron Healey  5153 0180 
        rajh1236@outlook.com 
EDITOR:       Adrian Bond        0419 100 110 
        bces2009@hotmail.com 
            
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS:   
         
 Jim Comber  5155 3922  
          jimbo227@bigpond.com 
 Ingomar Mathes 0427 535 461 
   ingomar1@bigpond.net.au
 Matt Cole 0418 396 161  
   mattcole193@bigpond.com 
 John Roche 0487 048 767 
   geashill.jr@gmail.com 
Delegate to CVFFC: Adrian Bond 
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   Club stalwarts at the recent 

working bee up at the Mitta 

Lodge preparing the lodge for 

the  coming season. 

Thanks guys for a job well 

done ! 

Trevor Stow, Mathew Dalziel, 

John Scott, Phill Jones  and 

Jim Comber. 

 

BAIRNSDALE FLY FISHER CLUB INC. 06-Sep-19

TREASURER’S REPORT For September 15, 2019  Meeting.

Opening balance as at August 1, 2019 724.61

Transactions from August 1 - August 31, 2019

Receipts Inc Transfers 1,340.06 2,064.67

Payments  (Including Transfers) 1,602.36

Reconciled Balance September 2, 2019 462.31

Transactions since September 2, 2019

Payments  Including A/c transfer 92.36

Outstanding Cheques 0.00

Deposits  0.00

Cheque Account balance September 2, 2019 462.31

Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account 7118.28

TOTAL CLUB FUNDS 7580.59

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Cheap Chips (Scott) Consumables Lodge 41.00

ACCOUNTS  PAID TO BE APPROVED

Higgins Framers (Trevor Hawkins Paintings) 180.00

Club Annual Subscriptions of $100 are now overdue. 

Ron Healey

Treasurer
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Fly Talk 
The Wendouree Bug  A Sub-Surface Old Red-eye 
by 
Mick Hall 
 

 
Lake Wendouree in the centre of Ballarat Victoria 

 
Lake Wendouree is an amazing piece of water; in fact it is one massive food bowl, featuring 
extensive and somewhat choking weeds beds that have created an environment which is 
almost beyond belief.  The insect life is simply mind blowing, with vast populations of Scud, 
Mudeye, Galaxia, Midge, Damsel flies and a growing population of Mayfly. 
 
The lake is approximately ten kilometres in circumference and is kept full by bore water and 
runoff, even in drought conditions. Yes it did dry up in the big drought that ended a few 
years back and the shire promised it would never happen again. They have kept their word, 
even during this very challenging dry season. 
 
During the months of daylight savings, the Ballarat Flyfishers hold an event called The Stan 
Burt Competition; the rule being that it is held on Monday night through the daylight sav-
ings season.  Starting time is 6 pm to 11pm, the rules are simple, the longest fish caught dur-
ing this comp wins.  This year, as I write and with only a couple of weeks to go, the winning 
fish so far was 56cm long. This was caught by Danny Forde and it was taken on a new ver-
sion of Old Red- eye.  Will it be beaten?  I doubt it. 
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The new version of Old Red-eye 

 
In late 2014, I wrote the history of Mudeyes here in Australia and this article can be read in 
issue ...?... of Freshwater Fishing.  A few months later we sold our property at Eildon and 
shifted to Ballarat, just in time for the start of the Mudeye season. 
 
One Sunday morning I went down to the casting platform to catch up with some of the guys 
and as we were talking we noticed Damsel fly nymphs leaving the lake and crossing the 
footpath, heading for the trees that line the lake.  Naturally this caused a lot of discussion 
and the common comeback was to wait until the Mudeyes come on, then we'd see some ac-
tion. 
 
Come October, daylight savings had just started and some reports were coming in about 
good fish feeding on migrating Mudeyes just after dark.  Naturally I just had to check this 
out. 
 
The first night, around 9pm, a few trout started to move taking mudeyes near the surface.  
Old Red-eye took a Redfin about 375 grams and I lost a good fish just before giving it away 
for the night. 
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This is what they were after, Bug Mudeyes 

 
One thing was worrying me about the design of my fly and that was it was sinking too 
quickly and catching up in the weeds.  At the fly tying nights that are conducted by Dale 
Flenley and myself, we introduced Red-eye to the club and it took off.  Danny got hold of 
one and caught that great 56cm Brown. 
 
In a fly tying session with Dale I added a foam collar/hood to this pattern so that it would sit 
higher in the water column, changed to colour of the eyes to black and to my satisfaction, it 
worked. The next night on the water two trout caught and released, a brown of just over a 
kilo and a rainbow just under and I was happy with the new design. 



8 

The new updated version of Old Red-eye. which I have renamed the  
Sub-Surface "Wendouree Bug" (Corduliid ) 

 
The pattern is as follows: 
The Wendouree Bug as designed by Mick Hall 
 
Hook: Partridge Wet Heavy Supreme 
Size: 4 
Eyes: Red or Black glass beads 
Collar or Hood: Soft EVA Foam from Clark Rubber. 5 or 6mm wide 25mm long and tied out 
over the eye 
Body: Enrico Puglisi black Streamer Brush wound to shape and trimmed 
Thorax: Spun trimmings from shaping body 
Hood: Pull hood up and over the eyes and secure just at start of body and trim to shape 
Legs: Optional black rubber or Spirit River Tarantu-leggs Black with Blue markings as in 
picture. 
 
Notes: The soft EVA should be soft enough to scroll up into a ball and bounce right back 
again.  Mine was grey in colour but I used a black marking pen to contrast with the body. 
Does Eva foam make this fly float?  Well, the answer is no but it slows its sink rate down 
and allows you to control the fly, especially in heavily weedy water. 
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Fishing the Wendouree Bug 
 

 
Splashy rise of a trout taking a large sub-surface food source such as Mudeye 

 
Close to dark when the mudeyes start to migrate and the trout start feeding on them, some-
times you may not see them but you can hear them.  As the mudeyes move closer to the 
bank, the fish follow them in.  At times on Wendouree the trout feed so close to the bank 
they can easily be seen with a torch. A lot of mudeyes get caught by these fish but a lot more 
make it to the trees. 
 

  
At times the parking space is a problem but they make it 
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Another interesting observation noted during these migrations is that the bugs have to move 
through the water column close to the surface. The reason for this is the thick weed. What 
was needed was a pattern that sits high in the column, hence the development of the Wen-
douree Bug.  Some mudeyes actually sit doggo on the surface film for a while.  Why?  Well I 
guess only they know. 
 
Barry Whelan put together a pattern to represent this unusual activity.  As Barry says, this 
fly is more constructed than tied and stated, "I sought a material for complete buoyancy 
which alleviated the use of any floatant, which always leaves a taste and a slick on the water 
when the fly lands.  I found a foam body and head provided the answer and Brian Hughes, 
another club member, shaped two metal punches which allowed me to produce the shapes 
consistently and in quantity.  I used wallaby fur fibres on top of the fly and, apart from add-
ing some eyes, the design has not changed; hence the name 'Walleroo'. 
 
"The development of the fly took place in 2012/13 at Hepburn Lagoon and subsequently, as far as I am aware, 
when presented to a rising fish there has rarely been a refusal. The takes are ferocious, which sometimes re-
sults in a missed hook up.  Similar results have been achieved at Lake Eucumbene, Jindabyne and Lake Wen-
douree.  The fly is best fished static during a night-time mudeye migration.  It's not the best looking fly but it 
works and works well." Unquote. 

 
The Walleroo as designed and tied by Barry Whelan 

      
 
1.Walleroo Body parts.  2. Underside showing how fur is attached to the head. 
 
The pattern, as developed by Barry Whelan, is as follows: 
Hook: Partridge Dry 
Size: 10 or 8 
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Thread: Black 6/0. 
Body: 3mm Black Eva foam cut to shape 1.5cm long and 1.cm wide  
Head: 3mm Black Eva foam again cut to shape note more oval than round  
1cm long 0.5cm wide 
 
Notes: The body and head are stuck to the hook with rubber contact adhesive which leaves 
a yellowish under body.  Dark brown or dark green wallaby fur fibres are stuck and tied to 
the surface of the foam on the head of the fly, and again secured to the hook at the junction 
of the head and body with 6/0 thread , A little more glue is used to hold the hair fibres to the 
body section.  Trim around head to finish off.  
 
In the latter half of October last year I caught up with Barry who was fishing with Robert 
Haines late one evening and they were using this floating pattern.  Whilst chatting you 
could hear in the darkness the splashy rise of a trout hitting their fly but for some reason 
they did not hook up.  Later Barry made the comment that small trout usually did that.  The 
big ones just gulp it down. 

 
Editor’s Note 
  
The Club thanks Mick Hall for his permission to reproduce the above article, and Trevor Stow who 

made it possible. 
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